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ever is acquainted wHh the character of the Chancellor
will agree with us that he must have said to himself on
that occasion, ' If this diary be in existence it must be
published at the first opportunity/    That is the method
which the Chancellor has followed in the case of diplo-
matic documents which have come into improper hands.
Owing to the difference between the position of the
persons concerned, what called for legal compulsion in
the one case only required a mere hint  in the other.
What is the characteristic feature of this method ?    We
believe it lies in the consciousness that there can be
nothing more absurd than secrets which have leaked
out and which have passed, whether in the shape of
documents  or  as mere matters of memory, into the
possession  of other men.     The  seal  will  be  broken
sooner or later, with greater or less ease and skill, if the
secret be worth the trouble, and it is not in our power
to dictate the time of disclosure, which may happen at a
very inconvenient moment.   Therefore, break the seal, or
rather, never attempt to keep secrets that have once
reached  the   outer   world   in  any  form. . . . Prince
Bismarck does not and cannot desire that there should
be any such secrets respecting  himself.    This is our
explanation  of the reason why the present diary has
been published, an  explanation which  is   as soundly
established as any logical  conclusion  can  be."    This
explanation   (the   author  of which  seemed  to   know
nothing of secret documents and archives, and to have
overlooked the circumstance that the diary had remained
unpublished for nearly eight years) did not hold water
very long.    Two days later it gave place to the follow-
ing correction : " Our attention is called to the fact that
in the efforts made to prevent the publication of these
diary entries, Prince Bismarck had no legal remedy to